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Edible Oil Consumption 

 In 2016 the consumption of edible oil per person is 24.8 kg in China, which is not high comparing 

with other countries or regions like USA 34 kg, Malaysia 32kg, EU 29kg, Argentina 27kg, so China's 

consumption of edible oil still has the room for growth.  

 

 In 2015/2016 crop year, China’s consumption of edible oil is 30.75 million tons and the industrial 

and other consumption is 3.38 million tons and the export volume is 135,000 tons. The following is 

respectively about the consumption proportion of different edible oil in the total consumption of 

edible oil: 

Soybean oil rapeseed oil palm oil peanut oil cottonseed oil other edible oil 

42.6% 25.4% 11.1% 8.3% 3.9% 8.8% 

 

 According to the prediction of the National Grain and Oil Information Center, in 2016, the amount of 

oil extracted by domestic oil crops in China was 11,055,000 tons. Based on this calculation, the 

self-sufficiency rate of edible oil in China is 32.3%, down 1.9 percentage points from the previous 

year. The development of oil crops production in China is relatively stable. The total output of oil 

crops ranks first in the world, but it still cannot keep up with the rapid growth of oil crops and edible 

oil consumption. 

 

Imported Edible Oil 

 As the consumption of edible oil increases year by year, the self-sufficiency rate is relatively low. In 

the past ten years, the quantity of imported edible oil has remained at a high level. According to the 

statistics of Chinese Customs, in 2016, the total amount of all kinds of vegetable oil imported into 

China was 6.884 million tons, a decrease of 1.57 million tons from 2015. The following is about the 

import of the following edible oil (tons): 

Soybean oil rapeseed oil palm oil sunflower oil peanut oil olive oil 

560,000 700,000 4,478,000 957,000 107,000 38625 
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for the development of olive trees. The olive industry has risen from a characteristic regional 

economic development to a national strategy. In the next few years, China plans to build 330,000 

hm2 of olive base and plan the construction of table olive base in a reasonable manner. The 

mechanism of diversified investment promotion will be further formed.  

 

In one word, as the second economic body in the world, China is the huge market with 1.4 billion 

people including 0.19 billion middle class consumers and the development of Chinese olive industry 

will strengthen the demand of olive oil in Chinese market, so it must be the great opportunity as well 

as challenge for the world’s olive industry. 


